
Pennyhill Primary School 

Updated SEN Information Report in light of COVID-19, school closures and SEND 

provision. 

 

Our Vision for SEND 

All children have a right to learn. For some children, this will be more difficult than for 
others.  At Pennyhill Primary School, we believe that all children have the right to a 
full, enriching and enjoyable curriculum, irrespective of race, belief, gender, 
background or ability. We aim to meet each child’s requirements, making necessary 
adaptations and taking in to account their needs and wishes. We will consult with 
children, parents and outside agencies to help support our good practice. Strengths 
will be acknowledged as well as difficulties, so that adaptations may be made 
relevant to the individual child. We focus on individual progress as the main indicator 
of success. Every child is valued. Every child is an individual with a personality, 
needs and interests. We believe in the right of children to feel safe and to enjoy their 
school experience – thus developing the whole child, academically, socially, 
physically morally, emotionally and spiritually.  

 

Context of our school 

We currently have 88 children (12.17% of the school population) identified with 

having SEND and, of those, 6 children have EHCPs (7% of the SEND population.)  

In comparison - as of January 2019 - in Primary Schools the National figure for all 

SEND was 14.2% in total with 1.6% in receipt of an EHCP. In comparison to the 

Local Authority the school is slightly higher in its SEND population. The 2019 data 

identifies 12% of children with SEND and 2.8% were in receipt of an EHCP.  

 

What are the entitlements of children and young people with SEN when schools are 

closed due to Coronavirus? 

All schools have been ordered to effectively close, retaining a skeleton staff to 

provide education for the children of key workers, and ‘vulnerable children.’ 

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with an 

Education Health Care Plan (EHC plan). The majority of children with SEND who 

receive SEN Support at school but do not have an EHC plan, would be expected to 

stay home unless they have a social worker or a parent/carer who is a key worker. 

 

Do I have to send my child to school? 

Despite schools staying open for some children, the guidance is quite clear: 

‘If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.’ 
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If you feel it would be too high risk to send your child to school because they, or 

someone else in your family, is at particularly high risk, there is of course no 

requirement to send your child in. 

Under the Coronavirus Act, the criminal penalty for parents failing to send their 

children to school is to be temporarily disapplied. 

 

If my child has an EHC plan, doesn’t the local authority have a legal duty to deliver 

provision? 

From a legal perspective this remains the case. However, given the likely significant 

disruption to staffing, it may be very difficult for schools or local authorities to deliver 

precisely the provision in the EHC plan, particularly over the next few weeks. 

The Government have  passed the Coronavirus Act 2020 which gives temporary 

emergency powers to the Government to issue a notice (a month at a time) that 

would modify the legal requirements on Local Authorities in relation to Education, 

Health and Care Plans. If this notice is issued it would be in relation to two key 

areas: 

The absolute duty to make the provision in an EHC plan (section 42 of the 

Children and Families Act 2014) is to be temporarily amended to a ‘reasonable 

endeavours’ duty. This means that during the specified period the LA needs to do 

whatever it reasonably can to put provision in place, but if they cannot do so they 

would not necessarily be breaching the law. 

Disapplying the duty to undertake annual reviews of EHC plans. 

Again, if there could be a risk to the child or young person’s health, wellbeing or 

safety if they do not receive a particular provision or intervention, raise this with the 

school and Local Authority without delay. 

 

What is the advice from the Secretary of State for Children? 

On 24th March 2020, the Secretary of State for Children, Vicky Ford, issued an open 

letter to children and young people with SEN), their parents/carers and families, and 

all others who support them. 

In this letter, the Minister makes clear that: 

‘[…] nurseries, schools, special schools, colleges and other training providers should 

undertake a risk assessment to establish the individual needs of each child or young 

person with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan. This assessment should 

incorporate the views of the child or young person and their parents. This will inform 

the decision about whether they should continue in school or college, or whether 

their needs can be met at home safely. 

If needs are best met at schools or colleges, we will support their school or college to 

meet their needs, wherever possible. For those on SEN support, schools, colleges 
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and local authorities have discretion to use the same risk judgement to decide 

whether home or school is the safest setting for these children. It is, however, 

important that as many children as possible remain at home during this time in order 

to help reduce transmission rates.’ 

If you have chosen to keep your child at home, this is at your discretion and school 

will support in any way that they can through weekly support check in time and 

further resources designed to meet your child’s needs where an EHC plan would 

have indicated key provision for your child’s needs. 

 

My child was due to have an annual review. What will happen now? 

Under the Coronavirus Act, the requirement to carry out annual reviews may be 

temporarily disapplied where this is considered to be ‘appropriate and proportionate.’ 

However currently schools will continue to hold annual reviews if at all possible. This 

will of course need to be carried out remotely and school will speak to you first about 

how this will be managed to ensure that the contribution of parents and 

children/young people are at the heart of the process. 

If you feel there is an urgent need to amend the provision or placement in the child or 

young person’s EHC plan, speak to the school and the Local Authority about this to 

see what review mechanisms could be put in place. 

 

 

My child is still attending school. How will my child’s learning be supported at 

school? 

It is important to note the school will not be providing a full curriculum, they will be 

providing care for the children and incorporating education provision and a range of 

activities, but this will NOT be fully in line with their EHC provision. 

 

How can I support my child’s learning at home? 

If a child has an identified SEN (EHCP or SEN Support), the school are publishing 

online resources which include activities that most children can access at their level 

with support.  In many cases is important for children to have the opportunity to 

revisit basic skills.  For example: practising number bonds, reading daily, times table 

practice and sentence writing. In the case where children, whose learning needs are 

so specific that they cannot access these learning packs, then the SENCo will 

endeavour to contact the family directly on a weekly basis and provide alternative 

learning resources and support if needed.   

 

School has a number of resources available to help you support your child at home 

during this period.  Please visit Useful Websites for further information.   

https://www.pennyhill.sandwell.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/SEND-Useful-Website-Links.pdf
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How can I help my child cope with the changes? 

We understand that this is a significant change for many families. Please give 

yourself time to adjust to a new routine and above all, do not place too much 

pressure on yourself or your child to complete schoolwork. Maintaining positive 

mental health and emotional wellbeing is very important.  Routine is key to providing 

your child stability through this time and it is important to try and exercise following 

the government’s guidelines – please follow link for latest advice on social distancing 

 

Other information and advice 

 

Anna Freud a children’s mental health charity who offer advice and support to 

families. 

BEAM have stopped their current drop in service but are offering telephone 

consultations.  Please see their website for further details. 

British Psychological Society (BPS) advice on dealing with school closures and 

talking to children about COVID-19 

CBBC: Newsround video: Coronavirus: Your questions answered 

Childline: call 0800 1111 or visit Childline website 

Child Mind Institute article: Talking to Kids About the Coronavirus 

Elsa Support: Coronavirus Story for Children 

Mencap: information and easy read guide 

 

MindEd offer advice and support for adults working with and caring for young people 

at risk of mental health issues. 

 

The NHS Every Mind Matters website offers families advice and support during this 

difficult time. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.annafreud.org/about-us/our-story/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/beam/sandwell
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/bps-offers-advice-schools-parents-and-carers-help-children-through-uncertainty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51861089 
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/coronavirus-story-for-children/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
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Mental Health 

You can get further advice about mental health support from: 

 CAMHS (if young person is currently under CAMHS)  call 0121 569 3100  or if 

you are concerned that you're not able to keep your child safe or they're not able 

to keep themselves safe then take them to the Accident and Emergency 

department at Bristol Children’s hospital or call for an ambulance 

 Mental health apps approved by NHS  

 BBC news: Coronavirus: How to protect your mental health 

 

 

 

 

Who can I contact? 

We realise that these are difficult times for everyone. If you have any concerns or 

queries, please contact Mr L Morgan SENCo through the school telephone number 

0121 588 2230 or email: enquiries@pennyhill.sandwell.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/category/mental-health/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51873799

