
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

19th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

As a school, we have continued to remain open for those children of Key Workers and those children who 

have been defined as vulnerable. This will remain in place for these children and these children will be our 

first priority in terms of available places. 

You received some information yesterday about how schools in Sandwell are likely to run from the 1st June, 

if the government decides that its five key tasks are met. 

I would therefore like to make you aware of some of the actions we are planning to take if the school opens 

to more children at some point in June. There is a great level of planning and changes which need to take 

place in order to reduce the risk of infection to children, staff and you at home. Therefore  we will not be 

accepting additional children (outside of our first priority group) until 2nd  June at the earliest, even then it 

will not be for all the, government decided, year groups at the same time.  

Our aim is to start with small groups in Reception. Only when we are confident that this group is being 

managed safely will we extend to groups in Year 1. This will be monitored carefully before the introduction 

of groups in Year 6. As we have a limited number of space and staff we might not be able to cater for 

everyone who makes a request. 

Points for parents at Pennyhill to note: 

 You will not be prosecuted if you decide not to send your child. You must make a decision which is 

right for your child and your family. You will not be judged for whatever decision you make 

 You will not be offered a full time place, your child will be allocated set days when they can attend 

 If your child is extremely clinically vulnerable, you should keep them safe at home 

 If your child has underlying health issues or is clinically vulnerable, you need to consider the risks 

carefully when making your decision 

 If someone in your house is extremely clinically vulnerable or shielding, you should not request a 

place for your child; keep everyone at home safe 

 If your child displays symptoms or is unwell you must not bring them to school. You must report their 

absence using the normal school number  

 If anyone is your household is self-isolating or is showing symptoms, you should not send your child 

to school 

 If your child becomes unwell during the day, they will be isolated and you must collect them from 

school immediately 
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 The school will not be the same school which your child left. They will be in a smaller group (less 

than 15), this is known as ‘their bubble’.  

 They might not have their classteacher and they might not be with their friends 

 Your child might not be located in their usual classroom  

 If a child or member of staff in your ‘bubble’ tests positive then you will need to isolate too 

 We will try to make things safe and encourage social distancing but we  cannot guarantee that there 

will be zero risk  

 We will operate staggered drop off and collection times. You will be expected to stick to social 

distancing and only one adult can bring the child onto the school premises 

 Parents will not be allowed into the school building  

 If you miss your allocated time for drop off your child will not be able to enter school that day  

  Lunch is likely to be eaten in the classroom where your child is based.  

 Lunch boxes will not be permitted if you provide your own lunch. Your child will need their lunch in a 

disposable bag which can be thrown away 

 We will be using PPE for First Aid and if a child has symptoms 

 There will be restrictions on children playing outside, they will not mix with any children outside of 

their ‘bubble’. Their bubble will be allocated when we have numbers 

 We have removed many of the resources that the younger children would normally play with. They 

will spend the large majority of their time sitting at a desk 

 There will be no before/after school care 

 There will be no clubs for the children to join after school 

 There will be staggered collection so the school day will end earlier than it did prior to March 2020 

 Children in Year 6 will not have opportunities to sign shirts or have a disco etc as this will go against 

social distancing and mixing of the ‘bubbles’ 

 If your child is in an eligible year group, you will be sent a link to request a place. Places will be 

allocated and you will be informed if your child has a place. You cannot turn up to school unless 

your child has been allocated a place. 

 You will be provided with a clear date when your child can start 

 If you change your mind about wanting a place you must give at least a weeks notice and there is 

no guarantee that you will get a place 

 

As a school, we are currently still in our planning and preparation stage. We will update you of any changes 

as necessary. 

If you have a child in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 please look out for the link which will be sent via text later 

this week where you can request a place if the school opens to these groups. You will need to read all the 

information above and consider it carefully when making your decision.  We will then communicate directly 

with parents who have requested a place nearer the time. 

Yours sincerely 

E Williams 

Headteacher 


